
 Certified Louisiana Assessor

Dear Homeowne

Within a sh
taxpayers will n
2003 taxes.

This year wa
Louisiana and J
tax purposes.  A
would get for yo
new 2004 asses

Many prope
because proper
2000 the year of

The amount 
several reasons

The amount 
was set by vote
the legislature a
property taxes 
continue to incre
1982 level.

There is an
Jefferson Parish
after the reasse
millages for pari
of this reduction
inflation nor wil
taxpayer expens

Unfortunately
index or roll bac
property tax bill 
bill in 2003 cou
in Jefferson P
rolled back th
LAWRENCE  E. CHEHARDY, CLA
ASSESSOR, JEFFERSON PARISH

200 Derbigny Street
Gretna, Louisiana  70053

(504) 362 4100                (504) 736 6370
FAX (504) 366 4087
November 22, 2004

r,

ort time you will receive your 2004 Property Tax Bill.  Most
otice that their 2004 property taxes have increased over their

s a reassessment year.  As state law requires all property in
efferson Parish has been reassessed and revalued for property
ll homes are assessed at 10% of fair market value, the price you
ur home if your home was sold.  You were mailed a copy of your
sment in September.

rty owners received an increase in their 2004 assessment
ty values in Jefferson Parish have increased significantly since
 the last parish wide reassessment.

of your tax bill may have also increased.  This increase is due to
.

of the $75,000 homestead exemption has not changed since it
rs in 1982.  The exemption is being eroded by inflation.  Unless
llows voters to increase the amount of the homestead exemption,
for homeowners will keep on rising because property values
ase while the value of the homestead exemption remains at its

other reason why your tax bill may have increased.  Not all
 millages or tax rates were rolled back or indexed for inflation
ssment was completed this year.  Tax rates or property tax

sh government have been adjusted for inflation; and, as a result
 in millage, parish government will not tax property owners on
l it realize an unexpected windfall of higher tax collections at
e.  

, other taxing districts, not under parish government, did not
k their tax rates for inflation.  Because of their actions your 2004
will be much higher than it should be.  A $100.00 property tax
ld have been as little as $89.50 this year if all taxing bodies

arish had followed the example of parish government and
eir tax rates.  (The actual tax savings for your home will



depend upon your 2004 assessment, the location of your home, and the tax rate
or millage levied in your area.)

Listed below are those taxing bodies that did not adjust their tax rates for
inflation, a comparison of tax rates, and the increased percentage in tax
collections over last year that each district will receive as a result of those higher
tax rates you will now pay.

D istric t
W hat the tax  rate 

shou ld  have been
The increased  
rate  fo r 2004

%  increase in  
2004 tax rate

S heriff  7 .35 m ills  8 .28  m ills 12 .7%
S choo l B oard 20.33  m ills 22.91 m ills 12 .7%
C oroner's Office  1 .39 m ills  1 .56  m ills 12 .2%
E ast Je fferson Levee D istrict  2 .75 m ills  3 .52  m ills 28 .0%
Grand Is le  Levee D istrict  4 .12 m ills  4 .78  m ills 16 .0%
Grand Is le  P ort C om mission  4 .33 m ills  5 .16  m ills 19 .2%
Town of Grand Is le 10.42  m ills 12.09 m ills 16 .0%

Last July, Terrytown voters approved a property tax increase for the local fire
district.  This tax rate increase and the roll forward outlined above have nullified
the tax rate reduction that Terrytown property owners would have received this
year.

The Assessor’s Office is responsible for the assessment of your property.
Tax rates are levied by the taxing bodies not by the Assessor’s Office.  When
voters approve higher tax rates; or when taxing bodies levy excessive tax rates,
as was the instance this year, property taxes will increase.

I hope that this letter has answered some of the questions that you may have
regarding your 2004 property tax bill.

With kindest personal regards, I remain

  Very sincerely yours,
        

  Lawrence E. Chehardy, CLA
  Assessor
  Jefferson Parish


